18-87-685 B89:34 USCM

Prcsident:
BEVERLY OYNEILL
Mayer of Luay Beuwth
WViez Prendens:
MICHAEL A. GUTDQ
Miayur of Dearbarn
Past Prendeuts:
JERRY &, ADRAMEON
Maypor of Loutpal'e Mem
R.ILH.RLD DJ\LEY

HQ&
|HOMﬁuﬂfhmo
:::orw.o L fUsQuELLe

Maye
JOSEPH l’ RILEY, JF.
MJJN.II’ of Chadesen, 5C

MANUELA. DIAZ
Maver of Mizmi
ELIZABETH G. FLORES
Mayer of Laredo
FATRICK HENRY HAYS
Mayne af North Lictle Rock
SHARPF, JAMES
Mayar af Newask NJ
WALLIAM AL JOHNSOWN, )R,
Mayar af Richeter. NY
SCOTT L. KING
Magor of Cary
DANNEL . MALLOY
qu of Stamfned
ARLENL ], MUT.DER
Mayar of Arli inpron Heighits
RITA L. MULLINS
Wapnr ol Fulatine
CREC MICKELS
Muyor of Searile
MEYERA E. OBERNDORF
Mayar of Virgink Beads
Ll PURCELL.
Mapor of Nadhvillc
LAVID W, SMITH
Mayer of Nruarlk, CA
DAVID G WAl LACE
Mavor of Supar Ll
Advigary Bazwd:
DOUGLAS H. PALMER, Char
Mayns of Trenten
TMMIA L ANDERSOR
Mapor of Richmpond, CA
ALar AUTRY

Mayne of K Ciry, MO
MARK BECICH
Marme ol N\.‘.\elr:*e:
)i GHELSTIAN 0OLLWAGE.
Mayor of Llisabeth
JAMES BRAINARD
Maywr of Carmel, IN
JANE CAMPBTLL
Mapur of Clevcland
MARTIN J. CHIAVEX
Muyue of Albuguerque
DAVID N, CICILIINE
Muyor of Dravidence
PLTCR A CLAVELLE
Maynar of Budingtan
SHIRLEY FRANRKL ﬁ
Mayar of Atlsncs
(SLAR U, COOUDMAN
v ol Lag Ve
lwaﬁtf HOWEY. 1
Mapet of Pamemuuih
ROBEMATRIF IVES
Ml}wr af Medmond
LUZAGETH B KAUTZ
Mayer ef Rutrumlle
K\‘”M'{E M. KILEATRICK
Mayar of Deriil
CARLGS MAYANS
Mayar of Tichies
PATR ICK McCRORY
Muyor of Q\H!ﬂvﬂt
LAURA MILLER
Mapor of Dullon
QAVI.'\I WEWSOM
ayor of San Franleo
M.ARTI'N O'MALLEY
Mayer of Bultinore
TALIL Oy PATE
Maper of Codar Rapids
RART PETCRSON
Maygr of (ndravapmlia
JORLE A SANTING
Mayar of fan Juan
JOTIN F STREE
V\jrt wl I\.Iadclnhu
CHARLES T, T

Ril I'J usu
IUUI%";‘V!.!.LL‘S

Myor of Sun Desrandinn
L. DUUGLAS W DFR
Mayar of Rachmond, VA
SHELLA YOLNG
Mayor of $an Leandeo
Esciutive Dircesnr:
TOM COTHRAN

I1D=282 833 4748 Pe2/82

THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

1620 EYE STREET, NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 293-7330

FAX (202) 293-2352
URL: www.usmayors.org

October 7, 2005
The Honorable Bill Frist The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader Democratic Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Dear Senate Leaders:
Fiscal Aid Needed Now for Hurricane Cities, Without New Strings Attached

We greatly appreciate Congress’s attention to America’s cities devastated by Hurricane
Katrina, and now Hurricane Rita, and to those cities home to hundreds of thousands of
evacuees. The Leadership of The U.S. Conference of Mayors, convened in Long Beach on
September 22-24, resolved that Congress must pass legislation to provide direct fiscal
assistance to cities devastated by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, as we stated to you in our letter
of September 29.

Most importantly, we urge the Senate to reject language that would -- for the first time in
history -- remove the possibility that community disaster loans be forgivable, if nceded,
due to the dire situation many of the impacted cities will continue to face in the months
and vears ahead.

As we learned during our recent fact-finding mission to Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama,
the mayors of these cities have lost most of their tax base and will soon be without the funds
needed to pay first responders, public works employees, and other key local personnel that arc
leading the recovery effort. These local personnel are truly national assets in the recovery from
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and these cities must not be allowed to go bankrupt. Without a
functioning local government, the private sector will be stymied in efforts to invest in the
reconstruction effort, and it will be impossible for volunteer relief cfforts to be coordinated and
to function.

If you would like to discuss this further, please contact our Chief of Staff Ed Somers at (202)
861-6706 or esomers(@usmayors.org.

We look forward to working with you in the coming days, as together we strengthen the
intergovernmental partnership needed to make sure our cities are safe and our nation prospers.

Sincerely,

%g:,“: 5%'90 rmm
Beverly O'Né&ill Tom Cochran
Mayor of Long Beach Executive Director
President

Cc: Members of the United States Senate
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